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It's not the destination, 
but how you travel. 


Uncompromising quality is the hall-mark of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 
and uncompromising standards of sales and service are what you can expect 
from York Motors in William Street, Sydney, officially appointed Rolls-Royce 


and Bentley Distributor. 


The pleasure of travelling in cars of such superb design and engineering has 
to be experienced to be believed. From the latest 1996 Silver Spirit Saloon, 
a motor car with seemingly limitless reserves of power, controlled by 
the world’s most advanced automotive technologies, to the sporting heritage 
of the range of Bentley motor cars. It really becomes a case of not 


where you are going but how you get there. 


We also have a wide selection of pre-owned Rolls-Royce and Bentley models 


available for you the discerning traveller. 
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Front Cover Photo: 

Both B474DA and its owners David & Ellen Bailie (Vic.) are quite new to our Club. Both 
car and owners enjoyed the Ovens Valley Mountain Tour in north-eastern Victoria in March 
(see elsewhere in this issue). The Bentley Mk VI was announced 50 years ago this month. 
Most of this chassis type (around 80%) were fitted with the ubiquitous standard steel 
saloon bodies. The one fifth or so that were coachbuilt rarely show themselves in Australia 
and those by Freestone & Webb are particularly scarce. This example of that 
coachbuilder’s work came from the Bath area of England. Photograph by the Editor. 


From the Editor 


Made to last 


Alastair Kinloch (A.C.T.), who recent- 
ly visited that gold-mine of lovely old 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, the Real 
Car Co. in north Wales, came back with 
a charming story about a man who 
bought a pre-war Bentley around 1970 
for £25. 

It seems that after driving the old 
Bentley on a tour of Europe he used it as 
his daily driver for a quarter of a century 
or so. Then, after another Continental 
tour, he decided that the time was ripe for 
a change to something more modern, so 
he recently traded-in the Derby Bentley 
—onaMk VI! 


Failed to proceed 


Northern Territory Sub-Branch Pres- 
ident Don Craggs was amused by the 
item under the above sub-heading in my 
Editorial, P.1-96. He too has noticed the 
glee that the news media seem to take in 
any “embarrassment” involving a Roils- 
Royce. 

Don reports that when his own Silver 
Shadow (CRH3438, H.J. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon) failed to proceed 
in Darwin it attracted the following com- 
ment in the Sunday Territorian: 

“Captain Donald Craggs broke down 
in his navy blue Rolls-Royce the other 
day and had to be towed home to 
Coconut Grove in a ute driven by 
Kuringal Flats caretaker Ron Thomas, 


2736 


ee ; 


A.C.T. Branch member Tom Solley — an American who lives in England — sends this photo of 
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his “latest toy”. It is a 1954 Bentley R-type Continental, a rare model in any guise, with only 208 
cars built, but extremely rare (five only) with Franay of Paris coachwork. 


who relished the experience.” 

This gave rise to the following reply 
from a reader in the following Sunday's 
issue: 

“Now | have real fears for the safety of 
this planet. | grew up in a world where a 
Rolls-Royce never, ever broke down.” 

Well, if that doesn’t say it all! 


The long route to dinner 


While on the subject of our Northern 
Territory Sub-Branch, it is worth record- 
ing that by the time you read this a 
number of Darwin members will have 
driven the 1,530 km. to Alice Springs to 
have dinner with the Wholly Ghost Tour 
participants. | suppose if you're going to 
drive out for dinner you had may as well 


Brian Wiggins’ widow Margaret sent this photograph of their very rare Bentley Mk V (B30AW), a 


particularly pretty H.J. Mulliner saloon. Brian passed away on March 18th (see right). 


work up an appetite! 


New Bentley models 


Those accustomed to the traditional 
wood veneered finishes that have graced 
the fascia panels of nearly all Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars for many 
decades may find the fascias of these 
new models a little disconcerting at first. 
However, the elaborately ‘snailed’ 
aluminium finish of the new Bentley 
Continental T fascia would be familiar to 
owners and enthusiasts of the big green 
racing cars built by W.O. Bentley’s 


Brian Wiggins 
Brian Wiggins, the immediate past- 
Chairman of our U.K sister Club the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club, suffer- 
ed a fatal stroke on March 18th. 


A comparatively recent convert to 
the joys of vintage Rolls-Royce motor- 
ing, Brian’s principal interest was in 
Bentleys, and he owned a collection of 
Bentley cars that is said to have 
included a representative of each of the 


main model groups. Notable among 
these was probably the best surviving 
example of the very rare Mk V model, 
B30AW, a saloon by H.J. Mulliner. 

Brian had many friends around the 
world, including in Australia (see 
P.2-95, p.2508). 

Our sympathy and condolences go 
out to Brian’s wife Margaret and their 
family. 


Martin Bennett 
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original Bentley Motors company. 

The Continental T is a shorter wheel- 
base, super-high-performance version 
of the Continental R that you will be able 
to see at the next Sydney Motor Show. 
The wheelbase is 4 inches (10 cm.) 
shorter than that of the standard model 
range, which endows the car with an 
even more distinctive stance and which 
makes it the shortest wheelbase Bentley 
ever. 

The Turbo R Sport is intended to 
appeal to practical-minded European 
owners and comes with a satellite 
navigation system. The Kevlar check 
finish on the fascia of this model points 
to the future rather than the past. 


40 Years unbroken Club History 


Mainly due to the distances between 
our various State capitals, in which most 
of our membership is concentrated, the 
structure of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia differs somewhat from 
those of other major Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley clubs elsewhere in the world. 

Many members seem unaware of 
how our Club is structured and constit- 
uted, and it is perhaps worthwhile to 
clarify this from time to time, even if only 
for the benefit of new members. 

As we have seen in the last two issues 
of PRAECLARUM, the R.R.O.C.A. 
began in 1956 in Sydney. Within a short 
time a Branch was formed in Victoria, 
after which the original group became 
the New South Wales Branch. Further 
Branches were subsequently formed in 
South Australia, Western Australia, 
Queensland and, more recently, in the 
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The new Bentley Continental T, designed fo reflect even 


more dramatically the thoroughbred 


attributes of the Bentley marque. Power output, at almost 400 b.h.p., is rather more than 


‘adequate’! 


Australian Capital Territory. Most recent- 
ly, sub-Branches have been formed in 
the Northern Territory and Tasmania, 
completing the national coverage. 

A common Constitution has always 
bound all Branches and the affairs of the 
Club are in the hands of the Federal 
Council, comprising the Federal Execu- 
tive and two Delegates from each 
Branch. 

When, in compliance with a Federal 
Council decision, the Branches were 
individually incorporated within their 
respective States, there was no real 
reason for anything else to change. How- 
ever, to ensure maintenance of the 
relationship between the Branches and 
the Federal body, the 1990 Federal 
Council Meeting in Leura unanimously 
resolved that a Legal Deed of Agreement 


between the Branches be drawn as a 
replacement for the then Federal Con- 
stitution. Once this Deed, to which all 
Branches are bound in its entirety, was 
signed by all Branches it then replaced 
the Federal Constitution as the device 
which binds us as a single Club — the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 

The structure and functions of 
Federal Council remain essentially un- 
changed under this latest constitution 
and all Branches are bound by the 
Council's decisions. The Branches are 
‘self governing’ at Branch level. 

Due to the efforts of the Federal office 
bearers of that transition period, and the 
co-operation of the Branches, the 
R.R.O.C.A. is therefore able to boast a 
forty year unbroken history as a single 
Club. 


Left: the cockpit of the new Bentley Continental T with its ‘engine-turned’ aluminium fascia and straight-grained mahogany waistrails. Note the 
extraordinarily comprehensive instrumentation with chrome bezels. The red button alongside the gear selector is the engine start button — another 
retro-feature. Right: the carbon-check Kevlar fascia of the new Bentley Turbo R Sport. 
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ctoria Branch outing around 1966 in the Sunbury 


area, from left to right: 1939 Wraith James Young two-door saloon (WMB38), owned by the late 
John Rolls and now under restoration in the hands of former Federal President Russell Rolls; 
1953 Silver Wraith Park Ward saloon (BLW78), also owned by John Rolls; 1923 Twenty with 
ex-Austin saloon body (84K2), owned by Kevin Bruce. 


Company history 

Likewise, misunderstandings about 
Rolls-Royce Company history seem to 
be widespread among Club members. 
What is the Company’s present name 
and who owns it? 

Whilst it is simply not possible to con- 
dense over 90 years of Company history 
into a few paragraphs, | can give an 
insight into the changing structure and 
ownership of the Company over those 
decades. 

Beginning in 1904, Rolls-Royce 
chassis were manufactured by Royce 
Ltd in Manchester and marketed by C.S. 
Rolls & Co. of London. In 1906 C.S. Rolls 
& Co. was wound up and Rolls-Royce 
Ltd was formed, but for the time being the 
chassis continued to be built at the 
Manchester factory of Royce Lid. 

In 1908 a new factory for Rolls-Royce 
chassis production was opened at 
Derby. From this time Royce Ltd con- 
tinued as a separate business but was no 
longer involved in building motor cars. 

In 1923 another factory was opened 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, to build 
chassis for the North American market. 
This was operated by a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Rolls-Royce Ltd, called 
Rolls-Royce Inc. Production at this fac- 
tory ceased in 1931. 

You will note that | refer here to 
chassis rather than cars. This is because 
in both England and America the bodies 
(coachwork) were supplied by outside 
coachbuilding firms. In some cases 


these coachbuilders were owned by 
Rolls-Royce. Brewster, for example, who 
built many bodies on the American 
chassis, was owned by Rolls-Royce Inc. 
In 1939 Park Ward was acquired by 
Rolls-Royce Ltd and in 1959 H.J. 
Mulliner foilowed suit. 

In 1931 the famous sporting motor car 
builder Bentley Motors Ltd was acquired 
by Rolls-Royce Ltd. Bentley cars have 
been manufactured by Rolls-Royce ever 
since. 

After World War Il the then Car 
Division of Rolls-Royce Ltd was moved 
out of the Derby factory to Crewe, leaving 
Derby to the aero engine side of the 
business, which continues there to this 
day. 

In 1971, with Rolls-Royce Ltd heavily 
involved in developing engines for the 
new generation of wide-bodied jet 
airliners, the crunch came. Runaway 
development costs of the RB.211 engine 
left the Company with little choice but to 
call in the receiver. To cut a long and 
unfortunate story short, the outcome of 
all this was that the Car Division was 
floated as a new Company, Rolls-Royce 
Motors Ltd, while the aero side of the 
business was nationalised by the 
government of the day, to become Rolls- 
Royce (1971) Ltd. 

The newly independent Rolls-Royce 
Motors Ltd went from strength to strength 
with Sir David Plastow at the helm, and 
in 1990 merged with Vickers to become 
the largest part of a larger and more 
financially secure group. Several Rolls- 
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Royce Motors directors went to the board 
of the new group and Sir David became 
Chairman. 

Nowadays, the Company rejoices in 
the name Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
and remains the largest member of the 
Vickers group, which also includes such 
famous companies as Cosworth 
Engineering (racing and other high per- 
formance engines and precision 
castings) and Riva (luxury boats). 

As ahappy aside, it is worth recording 
that the aero business has been re- 
privatised — ironically by a British 
government of the same political party 
which nationalised it in the first place! 
This Company is now called Rolls-Royce 
pic. Other than the sharing of the name 
and certain trademarks (owned by Rolls- 
Royce plc) there is no corporate 
connection between Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd and Rolls-Royce plc. 

So endeth the corporate history of 
Rolls-Royce — or | should say so con- 
tinueth the story because Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor car production con- 
tinues unabated and is arguably set to 
enter an exciting new era. Truly superb 
super-cars like the Bentley Continental R 
and Azure point the way to a bright future. 


Federal Rally 


Just prior to this issue going to press 
| attended three days of the Federal Rally 
in Wollongong. | would judge this to have 
been an exceptional Federal Rally, held 
in perfect weather and headquartered at 
an ideal location right on the beach. 
Many inter-state and overseas acquaint- 
ances were re-made. 

Our many guests from other 
countries, almost all of them here for the 
Wholly Ghost Tour, seemed to have 
been caught up in the conviviality of it all. 
Our visitors from the United States, 
seemed cheerfully resigned to the ex- 
treme misfortune of their Silver Ghosts 
having failed to arrive from America, the 
ship carrying them being anchored off 
Singapore, its owning company 
apparently having gone into receivership 
at this most inopportune time. 

| repeat my usual plea for Federal 
Rally photographs. Please send 
photographs for inclusion in our next 
issue, which will be a bumper Federal 
Rally issue, by not later than the last 
week in July. 


Martin Bennett 
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From the Federal President 


Federal Rally 


Many Club members have just 
returned from a most enjoyable stay at 
Wollongong where we attended the 38th 
Federal Rally. Our hosts, the New South 
Wales Branch, chose a most delightful 
and picturesque venue and arranged a 
very interesting programme of activities 
for the weekend. You will be able to read 
full reports in the next issue of 
PRAECLARUM. The 1996 Rally was a 
very special Rally where we were able to 
welcome so many overseas friends who 
joined us at the Rally before departing on 
the Wholly Ghost Tour to Central 
Australia. It was sad that a number of 
Silver Ghosts were still stranded in 
Singapore at the start of the Tour. 


Our newest Honorary Life Member 


At the Federal Dinner held at the 
Novatel Hotel Wollongong on Sunday 
April 28th, | had the pleasure of confer- 
ring Honorary Life Membership on 
long-standing New South Wales Branch 
member Keith Wherry. 

It was appropriate that Keith was 
nominated for Life Membership in the 
40th Anniversay of the Club by the New 
South Wales Branch — where the Club 
originated. Keith’s citation for this 
honoured award includes his significant 
contributions to the Club over many 
years as Branch President, Federal 
Secretary and Federal President, and 
more recently as the architect and 
organiser of the hugely successful 
Australian Wholly Ghost Tours. lam sure 
you will join me in warmly congratulating 
Keith on the conferring of this honour. 


Federal Council Meeting 


At the Federal Council Meeting the 
delegates met and discussed a number 
of current issues, and we are pleased to 
be able to report on anumber of matters. 

Club membership currently stands at 
1,050, which is a great achievement for 
our Club which is just 40 years old this 
year. Current membership of similar 
Clubs world-wide totals some 19,000. 

Our Federal journal PRAECLARUM 


continues with its very high standard and 
is currently the only magazine in our 
world-wide movement with regular full 
colour both on the outside cover and 
inside. Our Editor, however, still requests 
more details from the Branches, par- 
ticularly on their future activities for the 
assistance of visiting members. This in- 
formation has almost totally dried up and 
| request all Branches to resume sending 
these details on a regular basis. 

Our Registrar has continued with the 
annual production of Chassis Plate and 
it is hoped that the 1996 edition, which 
will have even more information, will be 
issued with this June edition of 
PRAECLARUM. 

The Concours trophies have been 
restored and we are currently having 
cases manufactured for their safe car- 
tiage. Each of the trophies is being 
photographed and their histories are 
being researched for a register that will 
be maintained. The current value of the 
Trophies is $20,600. 

To operate from next year we have 
established Touring Car awards as an 
encouragement to those many members 
who would like to enter a ‘frequently 
driven’ car in the Federal Concours. 
Touring car awards will be in the same 
Classes as our Concours awards 


(except Class 11, Current Series) and 
details will be sent to all Branches in the 
near future. 

Agreement was reached that future 
Rallies will adhere to the approved 
system of judging at Federal Concours. 
The details of the approved system are 
recorded in Chassis Plate and itis hoped 
that Branches will also adopt this system 
for their own Branch concours, which will 
help maintain a standard as well as 
facilitating the training of-future Federal 
judges. 

Your present Federal Executive 
members were all re-elected for a further 
12 months and | can assure you that we 
will continue in our jobs to even further 
strengthen our great Club. As an early 
reminder, please put the dates of April 
17th to 21stin your diary for attending the 
1997 Federal Rally in Fremantle, W.A., 
hosted by the Western Australia Branch. 


Happy Motoring, 
David Vann 


Keith Wherry receiving his Honorary Life Membership from Federal President David Vann at the 
Federal Dinner in Wollongong, April 28th. Photo by Lloyd Missen (N.S.W.) 
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Jewellery removed and paintwork stripped (except on the doors), things can only get better. Note the steel scuttle on an 
otherwise all aluminium body. 


In the Part One of this article I ex- 
plained how I fell for the irresistible appeal 
of the Rolls-Royce car, why I believe the 
Silver Wraith (or at least the early versions 
of that model) to be the quintessential 
Rolls-Royce and how I came to acquire my 
favourite example after some 30 years of 
keeping the faith on that particular point of 
view. 

A tentative start on the restoration of 
WHDI10!1 began shortly after fellow 
A.C.T. Branch members John Elliot, Brian 
McDonald and Michael Zwar joined me on 
an exploratory visit to the car, which was 
then still in Robert McDermott’s storage 
facility in Melbourne, to assess what was 
going to be needed to get it back on the 
road and into reasonably good condition. 
We were joined later in the day by Tom 
Clarke, who was visiting from England at 
the time. 

It had been my original intention to 
initially do only what was necessary to put 
the car on the road, and to enjoy driving it 


WHD101 


Part If — making a start 


By Martin Bennett 


in its ‘as is’ condition, with cosmetic work 
confined to what could not be put off to a 
later date. I had even entertained thoughts 
of driving it to Toowoomba for the °94 
Federal Rally, and with attention con- 
centrated on the vital mechanical aspects 
it would have been possible. However, an 
honest appraisal of the car showed that this 
was an unrealistic approach. The amount 
of cosmetic work needed was such that 
anything less than a full restoration would 
be an exercise in futility. We all knew it, 
but it took me a while to admit it! This is 
in no way a reflection on the quality of my 
purchase — the car was essentially as 
described and I had of course inspected it 
prior to agreeing to buy, albeit only after 
donning my trusty rose-coloured spec- 
tacles! Indeed, some aspects of the car 
have proved to be much better than my 
most optimistic expectations, so I consider 
myself ahead of the game. Nevertheless, 
some fairly major restoration work looms. 

Just so that I could satisfy myself that 


the restoration had actually begun, some of 
the interior woodwork and the R.100 head- 
lamps were removed and loaded into 
Brian’s Silver Cloud III to be taken home. 
The headlamps had been badly dented by 
people closing the bonnet on them, and 
their chrome plating was tarnished. To ex- 
plain, the bonnet of the early Silver Wraith 
opens pre-war style, with the whole side 
panel of the bonnet lifting and folding over 
the top panels. This made for great ease of 
access to the engine and other under- 
bonnet components, but produced a 
potential hazard for the vulnerable bowls 
of the big headlights as the bonnet was 
lowered. To overcome this, a simple but 
ingenious system, consisting of a thin steel 
cable running from one bonnet side panel 
to the other, limited the outward move- 
ment of the side panels so that they could 
not come out far enough for the headlamps 
to be struck. Unfortunately, however, the 
check cable on WHD101 had come adrift 
and the worst had happened — on both 
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sides. The headlamps were beautifully 
restored by Carl Richardson in Albury. 

The radiator shell was also taken home 
and found to be in near perfect condition 
once the seized shutters were freed. The 
radiator itself was left with my good friend 
George Forbes (our Federal Registrar) 
who arranged for it to be re-cored. The 
dummy radiator cap, which unscrews on 
the Silver Wraith just like on the pre-war 
cars, was found to have been secured in 
place by means of a grub-screw inserted 
through a drilling in the back of the cap and 
then soldered over. This was once a fairly 
popular device for foiling mascot theft, but 
as someone had somehow contrived to 
steal the mascot without removing the 
cap, I needed to get the cap off so that a 
replacement mascot could be fitted. The 
grub-screw therefore had to be drilled out. 
Once the cap, which is chrome-plated 
brass, was removed, it was sent to Carl in 
Albury for filling of the hole and replating. 
Another first-rate job. 

While all this was going on, a start was 
made on the woodwork. 

For some incomprehensible reason, the 
fascia capping rail and the four door cap- 
pings had been painted with what appeared 
to be matt brown paint. The appearance 
was unimaginably awful and I feared for 
the veneers, believing that the only poss- 
ible reason anyone would do such a thing 
would be to conceal total disaster areas. 
So, preparing for the worst, I applied paint 
stripper to the painted surfaces. Now these 
modern strippers are wonderfully effective 
and both the brown paint and the original 
lacquer finish practically walked off in 
fright at the mere sight of the stuff. 
Thoroughly washing off all traces of strip- 
per residue with methylated spirit I stood 
back and admired the lovely woodwork. 
One of many things H.J. Mulliner & Co. 
excelled at was their interior woodwork. 
The expected disaster had not manifested 
itself. On the contrary, only three small 
areas of the main veneer and some small 
pieces of the crossbanded edging needed 
replacing. The reasoning underlying the 
application of a thick layer of brown paint 
seems likely to remain one of life’s little 
mysteries. 

When we were in England last year, 
Manuela and I visited J. Crispin & Sons, 
veneer merchants of Shoreditch, London, 
to purchase some suitable veneer to carry 
out the relatively simple repairs. The 
crossbanding is not the boldly striped 
wood sometimes used for this purpose but 
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By counting the different fillers (and one lead repair) on the nearside rear wing it is possible to 


determine how many prangs have occurred here! The other three wings are much less effected 


by these minor scrapes. Photo by Michael Zwar. 


rather a plain, honey-coloured wood. 
Straight-grained sap walnut was recom- 
mended for the replacement for these 
areas, but the main veneer was more dif- 
ficult to find a match for. It is not the usual 
burr walnut. At that time Mulliners were 
using a particularly striking and beautiful 
flame pattern veneer (as were Hoopers). 
Apparently this could be walnut or 
mahogany flame. The coachbuilder’s 
build records on the car, located and 
photocopied at the Hunt House, indicated 
that WHD101’s wood is walnut. A suitable 
veneer was selected, which though not 
perfectly matched (a virtual impossibility) 
would lend itself to ‘faking it’ with judi- 


cious use of stains, as the coachbuilders 
themselves used to do. I pride myself that 
the resultant repairs, carried out on the 
dining room table with only the most basic 
tools, are not readily noticeable unless 
attention is drawn to them. 

The remainder of the interior wood- 
work, and there is rather a lot, was found 
to be in very good condition. In fact, the 
picnic tables behind the division were so 
good that working on the basis that an 
ounce of conservation is worth a ton of 
restoration, I decided that it might be nice 
to preserve at least this part of the wood- 
work in the original finish. Lightly sanding 
the outside surface of one of the tables with 


The original burgundy leather survives in reasonable condition in the luxurious rear compart- 
ment. The rear seat cushion is adjustable fore-and-aft, with the squab reclining to suit. The upper 
pull-switch in the armrest is for the interior lights and the two push-buttons operate the division. 
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The fascia before removal. Note the painted capping rail and the missing glovebox lid. All the 


instruments and their faces are in good condition. Photo by Michael Zwar. 


fine-grit paper to remove decades of 
blemishes and weathering resulted in a 
totally smooth but matt finish which was 
then polished with Brasso. It was very 
encouraging to find that the result was 
rather magnificent! Unfortunately though, 
the veneer on the other table had lifted in 
one small area to produce a noticeably 
prominent ‘bubble’. This would need to be 
glued back down before the process 
applied to the other table could be repeated 
on this one. The only way to do this was to 
squirt liquid wood glue into the cavity with 
a fine syringe. This would only leave a tiny 
hole that could be easily disguised and 
seemed to be working perfectly until the 
veneer was pressed down into place, at 
which point the old lacquer finish material 
on the ‘bubble’ cracked and flaked off, 
leaving bare veneer. There was nothing 
else for it — both picnic tables would now 
have to be stripped and refinished, so my 
attempt at saving at least part of the 
original finish had been thwarted. 

Once the pieces of wood were stripped, 
repaired and made ready for refinishing 
they were taken to Albury to be sprayed 
with a modern two-pack material as used 
by the Crewe factory today. The result is a 
hard, durable finish that can nevertheless 
be made to look authentically ‘period’. 

Following a satisfactory experience 
with Michael Zwar’s Silver Wraith 
(WFC67), it was decided to have 
WHDI1O01’s paint stripped by the bead- 
blasting method. This was carried out by 
Car Strip at Campbellfield before trucking 
the car from Melbourne to Albury for panel 
rectification and painting. 


Oddly enough, though the coachwork 
is generally of aluminium construction, it 
was found that the scuttle panelling and the 
‘A’ posts including the windscreen pillars 
are of steel (obviously for strength in this 
vital area), as are the door frames and the 
petrol filler door. 

Once the car was safely deposited in 
Albury, Michael and myself carried out a 
closer and more searching inspection to 
assess what was needed. The coachwork 
was found to be in better condition than I 
had steeled myself to expect. Judging by 
the various types of body filler that had 
been used, it appeared that the car had 
sustained a number of separate and un- 
related traffic scrapes over the years. 
Damage, however, was minor and entirely 
confined to the wings and rear spats, which 
would need the expert attention of fellow 
A.C.T. Branch member Steve Ortlipp to 
get back all those crisp H.J. Mulliner lines. 

The doors were badly sagged, part- 
icularly the rear ones which hang ona quite 
small area of wooden body frame. The 
hinge bolts had simply pulled into the 
wood by the sheer force of gravity over the 
decades. However, an inspection found 
that everything was readily accessible and 
indications were that this would be a 
relatively simple problem to rectify. The 
front doors are hinged on the steel ‘A’ post 
and are less of a problem. 

As was often the case on these coach- 
built cars, the front compartment floor was 
found to be a standard steel saloon comp- 
onent which would have been supplied 
with the chassis by the Crewe factory and 
fitted by the coachbuilder. Because the car 


PRECLARVM 


is rather wider than a Mk VI or Silver 
Dawn standard steel saloon, the resultant 
spaces between this floor panel and the 
step-sills on each side were filled in with 
wood, which had badly rotted due to 
moisture. This was exacerbated by the fact 
that when the car was used as a taxi the 
front carpet had been replaced with a 
heavy sheet of rubber, which was very 
efficient at trapping the accumulated 
damp. For the same reason, the steel floor 
had suffered somewhat, too. 

It was at this point that Michael and I 
discovered a charming feature of the car. 
In the body build records, photocopied 
from the H.J. Mulliner body book at the 
Hunt House, there is a reference to the rear 
seat cushion having “three positions”. The 
H.J. Mulliner handbook supplement for 
the car also instructs: “Lift up front of rear 
cushion, set the seat frame into one of the 
three positions on the dowl (sic) pins”. All 
this was now clear. The frame supporting 
the rear seat cushion locates on one of three 
pairs of steel dowel pins so that the seat has 
three positions of fore-and-aft adjustment. 
The squab is hinged at the top so that when 
the cushion is adjusted forward the bottom 
of the squab moves with it, thus reclining 
it slightly. From the 1990 model year the 
long wheelbase Silver Spur models have 
embodied a similar feature (though of 


’ course electrically operated), but this was 


the first time I had seen an adjustable rear 
seat on such an early car. Most coach- 
builders seemed hard-pressed to supply 
adjustable front seats in cars with 
divisions! Perhaps other members with 
H.J. Mulliner-bodied cars would let me 
know whether this adjustable rear seat was 
the norm during the early post-war period. 
During our detailed inspection Michael 
slid underneath to look at the chassis and 
underside. I mean this literally. He actually 
disappeared from view under the car, 
without the benefit of one of those ‘creepy- 
crawlies’ that mechanics use, and moved 
around seemingly at will. And the car was 
not even jacked up! He reported that all 
appeared to be in surprisingly good condi- 
tion under there. The chassis frame was 
free of rust and damage, the brake linkages 
were free of play in the joints, and even the 
exhaust system looked remarkably sound, 
even after some 18 years in storage! 
These early post-war exhaust systems 
were superbly designed and really made to 
last, which leads me to believe that it could 
well be original. The lack of play in the 
brake linkages, on the other hand, tends to 
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point more to good maintenance than to 
originality, particularly in view of the high 
mileage that must have been accumulated 
during the car’s taxi years. Either during 
those years, or subsequently, or both, the 
previous owners appear to have been con- 
scientious in mechanical maintenance at 
least. The late Arthur McDermott, who 
owned the car after it had been a taxi, once 
told me that he always had his cars 
maintained by Kellow-Falkiner, who he 
said “charge like the Light Brigade”, so 
perhaps it was whipped into shape mech- 
anically at that time. 

At the time of writing the engine still 
has not been started, as I am resisting the 
temptation to do so until the crankshaft 
vibration damper has been removed and 
overhauled. This essential component is 
known for its tendency to seize during 
periods of storage. At this juncture it might 
be worth pointing out that Michael Forrest, 
in one of his superb R.R.E.C. Bulletin 
articles, advises against the use of the 
Tufnol friction washers currently supplied 
as supposed replacements for the original 
cotton duck washers in this device. 
Michael’s tests demonstrate convincingly 
that the Tufnol washers “are totally devoid 
of all the qualities required of such a 
washer, except being round and having a 
hole in the middle”! If you want your 
‘slipper drive’ to do its job (the car will be 
awful if it doesn’t) always ensure that the 
friction material is suitable. 

Tools seem always to be a problem on 
cars with chequered histories, and 
WHDIO1 was no exception. Though the 
tray under the fascia was intact, it was 
practically empty of tools. On the other 
hand, most of the road tools were there, 
only the tyre pump and jack handle being 
missing. 

Thad seen complete trays of early post- 
war tools for sale at American R.R.O.C. 
Annual Meets for $US1,850. This was 
pretty discouraging as there was no way I 
would or could fork out around 2,400 of 
our dollars for the luxury of having a com- 
plete set of small tools. However, things 
then fell into place in fairly rapid order. 
Geoff May (Vic.) offered a goodly propor- 
tion of the tools I needed for a very 
reasonable price. Michael Zwar swapped 
a distributor spanner for another part of 
which I had two, Federal President David 
Vann supplied the tyre valve tool, Gil 
Ralph (Vic.) came good with the pliers, 
and Richard Mann in London, who has a 
way of coming up with the most elusive of 
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The fascia capping rail. On the left is the beautiful flame vene 


* 


ort at: 2 ¢ oy 
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thick brown paint a person unknown had applied to this and the door cappings for reasons that 


remain a mystery. 


bits, found a 3 b.a./5 b.a. spanner for me. 
The kit is now complete, for less than a 
tenth of the American asking price! 

I was able to obtain a jack handle local- 
ly, and another for Michael while I was at 
it, and Tom Clarke in England came to the 
rescue with the correct type of tyre pump, 
so all is now complete in the road tool 
compartment, too. Surprisingly, the three 
greasers/oilers and the inspection lamp, all 
of which stow in clips under the bonnet, 
were present and correct. 

When WHD101 was busily surprising, 
amazing and delighting taxi patrons in 
Melbourne, it was fitted with 15" wheels. 


I remember the then owner Jack Witham 
explaining at a Club meeting that this was 
an essential economy, given the high rate 
of tyre wear and high cost of 17" tyres. 
Maybe so, but the small wheels made the 
car look faintly ridiculous. Part of the deal 
with Robert McDermott was that the 
correct 17" wheels, Dunlop Fort tyres and 
discs would be supplied. Naturally Robert 
kept his bargain and the car’s character- 
istic high-stepping appearance has been 
restored. A nice set of the correct early- 
style discs awaits painting and fitting. 


To be continued 


The right-hand side of the main fascia panel was badly water damaged, with veneer lifting, 
peeling and discoloured. Here, damaged veneer that could be saved has been glued back 
down (mainly in the top right corner) and new veneer has been glued in place in two small areas 


where the original could not be saved. Can you spot these? 
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The author and 3PK near Lake Taupo, Ne 


t i 


w Zealand, March 1995. Trout fishing in style! 


A Trans-Tasman Ghostly Jaunt 


Graham & Barbara Mead continued 
their Australasian tour (see P.3-95) by 
shipping ‘Henrietta’, their 1923 Silver Ghost 
(3PK), on to New Zealand. Graham takes 
up the story... 

Henrietta spent Christmas in Sydney 
and in February 1995 we arrived from 
England to organise her voyage across the 
Tasman to Auckland in preparation for her 
tour of New Zealand. 

Before setting off from home we had 
been advised to personally supervise pack- 
ing and unpacking of the car to and from 
its container at each port. It was a good job 
that I was there in Sydney to see her being 
secured as the ropes that were used to tie 
her down in the container appeared very 
flimsy to me. I was assured that this 
method had been tried and tested many 
times without problems. However, I was 
not happy so I insisted that the wheels were 
chocked with timber to prevent her from 
moving in the event of the ropes breaking. 
When we unpacked Henrietta in Auckland 
I discovered that three of the four restrain- 
ing ropes had failed! I will devise a better 
way of securing her on her next voyage. 

I was pleasantly surprised at the speed 


By Graham Mead (U.K.) 


with which we cleared Customs and Min- 
istry of Agriculture inspections, and we 
were out on the road less than eight hours 
after the ship docked. 

It was good to be on the road again and 
we were soon bowling along Highway 1 
north over the world famous Auckland 
Harbour Bridge. Henrietta seemed to be 
running well and was receiving an en- 
thusiastic welcome from other road users. 

Our first stop was in Pahia in the scenic 
Bay of Islands. We have visited this area 
on many previous occasions as it was the 
world renowned big-game fishing out of 
the Bay that brought me to New Zealand 
in the first instance. We spent a few days 
in the area visiting historic Russell and the 
Treaty Ground at Waitangi where the con- 
tentious Treaty between the Maori and 
representatives of Queen Victoria was 
signed in 1840. 

For me, the highlight of our visit to the 
Bay of Islands was to call on Adrian & 
Sylvia Garrett and to admire their 1907 
Gladiator-bodied Silver Ghost, 60588. 
Many members will know the ‘White 
Ghost’, as Adrian brought the car out from 
England to Sydney in the late ’fifties and 


it stayed there until he moved to New 
Zealand about twelve years ago. I was 
honoured when Adrian allowed me to 
drive 588, as one does not get many 
chances to drive such an early car. There 
are only six surviving 1907 chassis, 588 
being the oldest Silver Ghost in the 
southern hemisphere. 

It was soon time to leave the warm and 
sunny Northland behind and retrace our 
route back through Auckland and beyond. 
After a fairly long drive we stayed over- 
night in Hamilton before turning off the 
main road towards Rotorua. This area of 
New Zealand’s central North Island is 
renowned for its thermal activity and we 
were among the many tourists who mar- 
velled at the steaming mud pools and 
geysers, although we were not too keen on 
the all-pervading “bad egg” hydrogen sul- 
phide smell that hung over the area! 

We were soon to leave the tourist 
hoards behind as we headed towards the 
remote East Cape, skirting the Bay of Plen- 
ty with the volcanic White Island steaming 
and smoking on the horizon. The East 
Cape is the first land in the world to greet 
the new day as the sun rises over the Inter- 
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national Date Line. The road winds around 
a succession of deserted small bays and 
rocky headlands with isolated Maori 
settlements at remote intervals along the 
way. After rounding the Cape we over- 
nighted at Gisbourne quite tired after a 
long day’s driving. I was finding driving 
on the twisting and hilly roads more tiring 
than on the straight Nullarbor roads and 
200 miles in the day were the norm com- 
pared to the 350 miles that we covered 
each day in Australia. 

‘Henrietta’ was still running well and 
we had travelled close on 1,000 miles since 
leaving Auckland. Our planned route was 
down the coast of Hawkes Bay to Napier 
before turning inland bound for Taupo, but 
as we were a little ahead of our schedule 
we drove inland from Wairoa to Lake 
Waikarimoana on arough, unsealed gravel 
road. Waikarimoana has the reputation of 
being the most beautiful lake in New 
Zealand and it is easy to understand why 
after seeing its towering limestone cliffs 
and verdant native bush. 

We stayed for a few days at a fishing 
lodge on Lake Taupo. The lake was stock- 
ed with trout during the latter part of the 
last century and is now a Mecca for trout 
fishermen who come from all over the 
world to fish for the huge rainbows. 
During our stay at Taupo we again met up 
with Adrian & Sylvia, who were rallying 
with the Horseless carriage Society in ‘The 
White Ghost’. We were invited to go along 
on a couple of their runs. ‘Henrietta’ was 
a youngster compared with the other cars, 
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the oldest being a 1903 Cadillac. 

We had an interesting visit to the 
Horopito car wreckers on the slopes of 
Mount Ruapehu, an active volcano that 
tecently made world news by erupting, 
showering a wide area with ash. The 
wreckers’ yard was amazing, with 
thousands of cars of all ages scattered 
around the property in paddocks, and huge 
warehouses full of dismantled cars. There 
were literally hundreds of magnetos, car- 
burettors, lights, radiators and all other 
components for cars dating back to the turn 
of the century. 

We said our farewells to the Horseless 
Carriagers and drove over to Napier for the 
Annual Meeting and Rally of the New 


Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club (see 
P5-95, p.2625. — Ed.) where we met up 
with a strong Australian contingent — 
Keith Wherry, Bernard & Heather Pryor 
and Brian & Naelo Jenkins. John & Rae 
Kennedy from England were also present, 
making a truly international gathering. We 
had an enjoyable couple of days with our 
Kiwi hosts, visiting the Art Deco city of 
Napier rebuilt after 1932 after a devastat- 
ing earthquake and fire. We also called on 
the Hawkes Bay section of the New 
Zealand Vintage Car Club who were res- 
toring a 1922 Silver Ghost, and I was able 
to examine the intricacies of the cardan 
shaft and the fabled ‘sphere’ that I had 
heard all about but never seen in its dis- 


Barbara with 3PK, Waitangi, Bay of islands, March 1995. 
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Mount Cook, South Island, November 1995. 


mantled state. 

At the end of the weekend’s activities 
we parted company with our friends and 
headed south to Wellington to meet the 
ferry across the Cook Straight to Picton on 
the South Island. The drive down from 
Napier had been through torrential rain and 
blustery head winds and we were very 
relieved when the weather abated and we 
had quite a smooth crossing. 

The population of New Zealand’s 
South Island is only about one million and 
as we drove south through Blenheim we 
only saw seven cars on the 130 mile drive 
to our house in Murchison, which had been 
‘Henrietta’s’ resting place for the southern 


winter while Barbara and myself returned 
to England for an active season’s rallying 
at home. She had been left on axle stands, 
with anti-freeze in her radiator, well lubri- 
cated and wrapped up for protection 
against New Zealand’s cold winter. Our 
local garage owner kindly cranked the en- 
gine and turned the wheels to keep all the 
moving parts lubricated so that when we 
returned after seven months we found that 
‘Henrietta’ was in fine shape and started 
up with no problems. After a very steady 
drive, streaming smoke from the oil in her 
exhaust system, we were ready to meet up 
with Adrian & Sylvia to start the second 
part of our New Zealand tour. 


3PK with Adrian Garrett’s 1924 Vauxhall 30/98, Akaroa, Banks Peninsula, November 1995. 


Adrian had decided against bringing 
‘The White Ghost’ along on the long jour- 
ney south from the Bay of Islands and 
came instead in his 1924 Vauxhall 30/98. 
They made a fine sight as they drove 
through Murchison on their way to the 
west coast. 

Our drive south took us through the 
Buller River gorge and down the coast 
through Westport, Greymouth and 
Hokitika before turning inland to cross the 
Southern Alps over the Haast Pass. The 
400 miles of the West Coast Road were 
reminiscent of the Great Ocean Road in 
Victoria, with deserted beaches and bush- 
lined roads. The main difference was the 
presence of the towering snow-clad Alps 
with the Fox and Frans Joseph Glaciers 
almost reaching the Tasman Sea. 

The old goldmining town of Arrow- 
town was to be our next calling place and 
we stayed here for a few days enjoying the 
tourist attractions of nearby Queenstown, 
including a sightseeing trip on Lake 
Wakatipu aboard the S.S. Earnslaw, a 
1912 steamer that was constructed in 
Dunedin, 200 miles away, and hauled in 
sections by rail up to the lake. Prior to 
being used as a tourist attraction she was 
used to deliver supplies to the isolated 
sheep stations along the shores of the 50 
mile long lake. 

We had an exhilarating drive through 
Te Anau to Milford Sound, crossing the 
Alps once more amid the rapidly melting 
snow. Signs along the road advised us not 
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to stop, because of the avalanche danger. 
This part of New Zealand is one of the 
wettest areas of the world with 360 inches 
of rain falling each year. As one might 
expect, the rain was torrential as we drove 
over the Alps and there were hundreds of 
waterfalls pouring off the steep glacial val- 
ley walls. It was here that we had the first 
puncture of our journey and I was soaked 
by the time I had changed the wheel. 

We were now at the southernmost part 
of our journey and it was time to start our 
drive back north. Crossing back over the 
Alps we explored the Central Otago 
goldfields where gold was discovered in 
1961. Miners came from all over the world 
to dig in the gravel stream beds. All that 
is left of the goldfields are isolated coach- 
ing inns and piles of spoil where 
recreational prospectors work the dig- 
gings. Barbara tried her hand at panning, 
coming away with about a gramme of gold 
for a morning’s work. As we left the 
goldfields we drove over Dansey’s Pass 
along a narrow gravel road that wound its 
way through the mountains with breath- 
taking views around each bend. 

Our next stop was Mount Cook, New 
Zealand’s highest mountain. The air was 
so clear that we could see the mountain 
from 60 miles away. We stayed at the 
Hermitage Hotel at the base of the Tasman 
Glacier and were woken several times 
during the night by the roar of avalanches 
high in the mountains. 


3PK at Otira, in Arthurs Pass, November 1995. 
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‘Henrietta’ continued to run without 
problems and our records show that we 
were averaging over 13 m.p.g., which I 
thought was good when the hilly and twist- 
ing roads were taken into consideration. 

Before we left England and during our 
Australian run, ‘Henrietta’ consumed oil 
at the rate of 400 miles per gallon. I was 
pretty sure that the oil was not being burnt, 
because of the absence of exhaust smoke 
and the fact that the plugs were never oily 
or sooty when removed. I reasoned that 
crankcase pressure was blowing the oil out 
through the rear of the crankcase, so when 
we arrived in New Zealand I tried a simple 
experiment of removing the oil filter cap, 
thus relieving the crankcase pressure. The 
result was quite dramatic. Over the 4,000 
miles covered at the time of writing, we 
have used less than four gallons of oil, thus 
halving the oil consumption. 

Christchurch was our next destination 
and as we drove into the city ‘Henrietta’ 
developed her first fault when her magneto 
gave up the ghost (please excuse the pun!). 
As often happens, it could not have hap- 
pened at a better time as Adrian took me 
round to the chap who does all of his 
magneto repairs and who happened to live 
just five minutes away from the hotel 
where we were staying. It took only 
minutes to replace the broken return spring 
on the magneto points and the problem 
was solved. 

We were rapidly coming to the end of 


our New Zealand tour and we had one last 
night on the road staying at Arthurs Pass 
before crossing over to the West Coast 
route once more. Both Adrian and myself 
had stayed in the area before and we knew 
about one of New Zealand’s unique birds, 
the Kea. This is a green and orange native 
parrot which is so inquisitive that they 
jump on your car and destroy anything 
they can rip off with their powerful beaks. 
We were careful to cover the cars for the 
night and were quite relieved to find no 
damage when we set off the following 
morning. 

A fairly fast run through the bush- 
covered mountains and we were back 
home in Murchison. During her New 
Zealand tour ‘Henrietta’ had covered al- 
most 5,000 miles and apart from a broken 
petrol tank hanger, two punctures and the 
magneto spring problem she had per- 
formed far better than my expectations. I 
should have known that she would per- 
form well — after all, she is a Silver Ghost! 

‘Henrietta’ is resting once again before 
the next part of her journey. She has been 
away from home for 18 months and she has 
a long way to go before she goes home. 
Her next journey is to the Red Centre of 
Australia, taking in the New Zealand Pan 
Pacific Rally on the way. (Both of these 
will be completed by the time this appears 
in print. — Ed.) > 


Photos from the Author 
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Ovens Valley Mountain Tourists of the A.C.T. and Victoria Branches looking out over the Kiewa Valley and mountains 
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beyond at Tawonga Gap Lookout, north-eastern Victoria. The author's 1978 Silver Shadow I! (SRH34273) in the foreground. 


Ovens Valley Mountain Tour 


In March this year a small but 
enthusiastic group of A.C.T. and Victoria 
Branch members got together for a fun 
weekend in north-eastern Victoria. It is 
hoped that this will be the beginning of an 
annual joint event between the two 
Branches. George Shores tells the story: 


A three day outing to the mountains in 
Victoria with the Victoria Branch invited 
to join in sounded appealing, so we 
decided to go. 

As arranged, we met Ian & Eileen 
Sykes at their home at 6.00 a.m. and 
headed for our first stop at Holbrook. A 
pleasant and uneventful drive except for 
the little mind game Dr Ian played in 
saying “there shouldn’t be any need for a 
comfort stop before Holbrook”, thus en- 
suring that for two-and-a-half hours I was 
intensely aware of my rapidly distending 
bladder! Good one, Ian. Fuel, breakfast ... 
and comfooooort stop at Holbrook. 

We swapped cars at Albury to relieve 


1st - 3rd March, 1996 


By George Shores (A.C.T.) 


the boredom and to enjoy the pleasure of 
seeing our own motor cars cruising the 
highway. Lovely. 

The Wool Shop on the outskirts of 
Wangaratta provided Eileen with enough 
wool to start knitting her soon-to-be- 
famous “any monogram you like” woollen 
wear. We also purchased some very cheap 
but good quality woollen jumpers. Well 
worth the short visit. 

Twenty minutes or so to Milawa and 
Brown Bros Winery where we joined Bill 
& Jean Allsep in their Honey Gold 1975 
Silver Shadow, Bryce & Marcia Ronning 
in their Caribbean Blue 1974 Silver 
Shadow, Michael & Suzie Zwar in their 
immaculate black 1956 Bentley S1 (with 
Martin Bennett at the wheel), David & 
Ellen Bailie in their 1949 Freestone & 
Webb Mk VI and Bill & Barbara Rorrison 
in their less than Proper, but very nice all 
the same, Mercedes Benz (their recently 
acquired Bentley Mulsanne Turbo was 
otherwise engaged). We were joined later 


in the day by David & Thea Cornish in 
their Tudor Grey over Shell Grey 1954 
R-type. We were expecting George & 
Fiona Forbes in their recently acquired 
Silver Ghost, but in the event George 
turned up the following day in the Ghost 
with Nick Simms. John & Marjorie Wilson 
were also expected in their Camargue, but 
they were unavoidably prevented from 
attending 

Our likeable and knowledgeable guide 
at Brown Bros was Gordon McNeil, who 
gave us a very entertaining and informa- 
tive tour of the establishment. We saw how 
reds were made, whites were made, and 
how they were aged, barrelled and bottled, 
and (the best part) how they all tasted. I 
forgot to ask Gordon what “deep punted 
claret” is, (no Bill, I’m sure it isn’t a “red 
with a good kick to it”), so wine buffs 
please help. 

We dined in fine style in the Winery’s 
Epicurean Centre and washed the meal 
down with an Everton Claret, all for $20 
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per head. Fantastic. 

Wine purchases, then off to the Milawa 
Cheese Factory where, depending on 
one’s preference, the nose was either 
delighted or offended by the strong aroma 
of rich cheeses. More purchases, then off 
to the Mustard Shop where the home-made 
mustards were sampled and bought. 

Off again, through Myrtleford where 
tobacco- and hop-growing are the agricul- 
tural mainstays, through Bright and on to 
Harrietville and the Feathertop Chalet, 
where we were welcomed by our hosts 
Dennis & Kay Pangrazio. We settled in 
and explored our surrounds. There was 
quite a lot to see. Tennis, squash and bas- 
ketball courts, heated swimming pool, vast 
expanses of lawn and barbecue facilities. 
Two caring owners washed their cars — 
didn’t we Ian?! The rest simply cheered 
(jeered?) us on. 

A pleasant dinner of ample proportions 
was served by friendly staff, rounded off 
with an entertaining hour or so watching 
World Cup Cricket, in which Australia 
handed Zimbabwe a flogging. Sleep 
beckoned. 

Day 2 saw us up early for an envigorat- 
ing walk of at least 500 metres to the shops 
for the morning papers and a short stop at 
the very spot where the incident later to be 
referred to as “the Stoning of Ronning” 
occurred. The day before, Martin and 
Bryce became embroiled in a “no holds 
barred” rock skipping challenge across the 
crystal clear waters of the Ovens River. 
According to one entirely unbiased eye 
witness (Marcia Ronning), Martin, locked 
in the frenzy of competition, picked up a 
gigantic boulder, flung it determinedly at 
the water ... and missed. It hit poor Bryce 
fair between his shoulder blades. Only 
Bryce’s superior physical condition and an 
intimate knowledge of Tai Chi prevented 
serious injury. Strangely, Martin’s recol- 
lection is quite different. The boulder was 
a mere pebble and it was completely 
Bryce’s fault. He zigged when he should 
have zagged! 

After a healthy breakfast we left in 
convoy for a driving tour of the Ovens and 
Kiewa Valleys. First stop was Tawonga 
Gap Lookout where we enjoyed spec- 
tacular views of the Kiewa Valley below 
and the mountains beyond. 

An easy and leisurely drive to 
Yackandandah, an old gold-mining town, 
where we browsed in a number of typically 
rural “antique” shops. It was a beautiful 
morning and we enjoyed the laid back 
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Michael & Suzie Zwar's immaculate 1956 Bentley S1 (B216BA) at Milawa Mustards. The S Series 
cars are big and luxurious, with ample reserves of power even in this early six cylinder form. 


David & Thea Cornish brought their 1954 Bentley R-type (B130XF), which has been Davia's 


regular driver for over twenty years. The larger boot makes the R-type rather more practical for 
touring than the Mk VI standard steel saloon. 


Arguably the ideal tour car is the Silver Shadow. Its huge luggage capacity, never ending 
reserves of power, superb air conditioning and other creature comforts make it so. Bill & Jean 
Allsep’s 1973 Silver Shadow (SRH22945). 
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Caribbean Shadows. The leading car is George & Larraine Shores’ 1978 Silver Shadow I! (SRH34273) finished in Carib Aqua. Behind is Bryce & 
Marcia Ronnings’ 1974 Silver Shadow (SRH19405) in Caribbean Blue. The difference between these two colours is very marked, the later colour 


perhaps reflecting the brash 1980s more than the rather more sober earlier colour. 


1921 Silver Ghost Bradbury tourer (8CE), owned by George & Fiona Forbes. Unfortunately Fiona 
couldn't make it so Nick Simms came along, and is seen below at the wheel in the Ovens Valley. 


Fag 
ca} 


atmosphere as we ambled down the street. 

We drifted into Beechworth and the 
Old Bakery for lunch. The smell of freshly 
baked bread, pies and cakes guaranteed 
good appetites. We were joined by George 
Forbes and Nick Simms who had motored 
up from Melbourne in George & Fiona’s 
stunning 1921 Silver Ghost. When asked 
what speed they had cruised at on the 
freeway, George replied that he didn’t 
know precisely because the speedometer 
was not working, “but nothing overtook 
us”! 

A walking tour of Beechworth was 
complemented by a coach ride in a genuine 
two horsepower vehicle (magnificent 
Clydesdale cross horses). Our driver/guide 
drew our attention to points of historical 
significance and commented on the town’s 
very interesting past. We were told that 
Beechworth once had 65 pubs and one 
bath-house. Puts a new slant on the term 
“stinking drunk”, doesn’t it?! 

We drove back to the Feathertop in 
dribs and drabs for a quiet hour or two of 
relaxation before dinner, although some of 
the stalwarts visited the local pub to soak 
up the atmosphere. A nice roast dinner 
followed, with lively discussions on the 
results of the Federal Election held that 
weekend. George, Nick, Martin, Bryce and 
Marcia took the Ghost to the Bushman’s 
Classic that was held a few kilometres out 
of town, and at breakfast the following 
morning George presented Marcia with an 
award for Champion Dancer. She must 
have been good ... the trophy was an old 
gumboot. 
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Pleasant surprises all round as we set- 
tled our accounts, then headed off to the 
local Trout Farm. We were a little early 
and it hadn’t opened yet, so David Bailie 
took my Silver Shadow II for a drive. The 
car behaved herself and David enjoyed the 
experience. When we got back the rest of 
the group had gone in to look at the fishies. 
We saw tiny ones and medium sized ones 
and huge fat brood fish of the type anglers 
dream of catching. The highlight of the 
visit was the actual fishing. Jean Allsep 
was the most remarkable angler among us. 
Her bait wasn’t in the water two seconds 
before hooking one. Flushed with success, 
Jean went on to catch three more with 
equal ease. Ian Sykes proved that persist- 
ence is rewarded in the end by finally 
catching his supper. 

Next we visited Alan & Ruth Collis, 
friends of David & Thea Cornish, who 
operate a guest farmlet, Germantown 
Lodge. Alan owns several lovely vintage 
and veteran cars including a completely 
restored 1909 Renault. Some of the jewel- 
ty on that car was absolutely beautiful. 
What a great lifestyle. Thank you, Alan. 

Our final stop of the Tour was at the 
Chalet on top of Mount Buffalo. The grand 
views were worth the long, long climb to 
the summit, though the Ghost wafted all 
the way up in top gear! The viewing plat- 
forms were a thrill in themselves. 

The proprietor, Gillian Bell, welcomed 
us and gave us a tour of the Chalet and a 
commentary on its fascinating history. Her 
love for the place was patently obvious and 
I’m sure it couldn’t be in better hands. I 
won’t attempt to describe everything as I 
might spoil it for those who didn’t make it 
for this year’s trip but intend to go along 
next year. The meal was a fantastic trip 
back in time. It could easily have been in 
the 1930s. Wonderful ambience. 

The weekend was over, and a very fine 
one it was too. An outing to remember and 
well worth repeating. Thanks to Martin 
Bennett, Michael Zwar and Brian 
McDonald (who unfortunately could not 
avoid business commitments in Sydney to 
be with us) for organising a very successful 
event. It involved members from two 
Branches of the R.R.O.C. and such events 
can only strengthen the bonds between us. 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise acknowledged 
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Ovens Valley Mountain Tour 
People and Cars 


Bill & Jean ALLSEP Vic. 
David & Ellen BAILIE Vic. 


Martin BENNETT A.C.T. 


David & Thea CORNISH Vic. 
George FORBES Vic. 


Bryce & Marcia RONNING A.C.T. 
Bill & Barbara RORRISON A.C.T. 
George & Larraine SHORES A.C.T. 


Nick SIMMS Vic. 


lan & Eileen SYKES A.C.T. 


Michael & Suzie ZWAR 


1973 Silver Shadow (SRH22945) 
1949 Bentley Mk V1 (B474DA) 
Rider 

1954 Bentley R-type (B130XF) 
1921 Silver Ghost (8CE) 

1974 Silver Shadow (SRH19405) 
Brand X 

1978 Silver Shadow II (SRH34273) 
Rider/co-driver/mechanic for 8CE 
1971 Silver Shadow (SRH10841) 
1956 Bentley S1 (B216BA) 


David & Ellen Bailie’s 1949 Bentley Mk VI (B474DA), our front cover car, as viewed from the rear 
window of Bryce & Marcia Ronning’s SRH19405 on the long descent from Tawonga Gap into 
the Kiewa Valley. 


lan & Eileen Sykes powering up Mount Buffalo in grand style in their 1971 Silver Shadow 


(SRH10841). A good test for any car, particularly in such warm weather. 
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On November 23rd, 1918, Lt. Col. H.R. 
Lloyd of St. James Park, London SW1, 
placed a £50 deposit on an Alpine Eagle 
type, 40/50 h.p. Rolls-Royce four- 
passenger open touring car. 

The chassis number was 32EE, engine 
number L185, Series L. On September 7th, 
1920, the car was completed and delivered 
at a cost of £1,575. A few accessories were 
purchased with the car, including locks to 
the bonnet, Bosch magneto, standard 
40/50 handbrake lever in lieu of the longer 
Alpine Eagle type and a second spare 
wheel, all at additional cost. The U.K. 
registration number was XF 7207. 

The main differences between the 
standard Silver Ghost and the Alpine Eagle 
were the high-speed differential, larger 
brake drums, D-rake steering, four-speed 
gearbox, taller radiator and, as mentioned 
above, the larger handbrake lever. 

A short time later, 32EE was sold to 
Commander J. Biddlecombe of Golf Hill, 
Shelford, England. Various repairs and 
modifications were carried out at this time. 
By 1925, Commander Biddlecombe had 


The Eagle Returns 


By Dave Simpson (W.A.) 


the car shipped to Australia. For some 
reason, the car saw very little use in 
Australia and in 1926/27 it was placed in 
ashed where it became a roosting place for 
poultry. 

Intending to start an outback airline 
service in the Northern Territory, Eddie 
Connellan purchased 32EE from the 
widow of Commander Biddlecombe in 
April/May 1939 for the sum of £100. He 
considered that the quality and strength of 
the Rolls-Royce car would make it suitable 
to survey and clear a number of outback 
airstrips and emergency landing grounds 
that he required. Unfortunately, the body 
was unsuitable for his purpose, so he pur- 
chased a Sunbeam tourer body for £15. 
This body was professionally converted 
and fitted by Kellow-Falkiner at a cost of 
£400. 

In June 1939 Eddie Connellan’s brother 
Vin drove the Silver Ghost to Alice 
Springs and by the late 1940s the Sunbeam 
body had been replaced by a utility conver- 
sion. The utility back enabled Eddie and 
his staff to carry heavy and bulky loads in 


selecting and constructing bush airstrips 
and emergency landing grounds 
throughout the Northern Territory. 

In 1948 Eddie came to an arrangement 
with Ted Morey, an ex-member of the 
Northern Territory Police Force, to build a 
tourist safari camp at Wildman River in 
Arnhem Land. Again the Silver Ghost was 
used in the construction of the airstrip and 
other amenities before being converted for 
use as a Safari Wagon. The following year 
‘Wildman River Safaris’ ceased opera- 
tions and the Rolls-Royce was returned to 
Narwietooma where it was pressed into 
service as the bore run and general station 
vehicle. 

By the mid-1950s 32EE, with the 
registration number N.T. 12, fell into dis- 
repair on Narwietooma Station and during 
the following 30 years various people dis- 
mantled it, always with the intention of 
restoring it. In mid-1995 Chris Connellan 
made arrangements with myself to restore 
the car exactly to the specifications that his 
father had used in various bush ventures. 

In the past few months the car has been 


3-96 2753 


o wt ‘ v sae 
The chassis ready for sand-biasting. 


sand-blasted free of 76 years of accumu- 
lated matter, the mechanicals have been 
rebuilt, body panels repaired and painted. 
Further restoration is held up by the want 
of gauges and various other missing essen- 
tials. It is at present looking quite at home 
next to the writer’s fully restored 1924 
Packard tourer with his 1910 Model T Ford 
nearby. 

In addition to 32EE, Eddie Connellan 
had two other Rolls-Royces, both 
Phantoms. There has always been great 
confusion as to which one was the Silver 
Ghost as all three were dismantled and in 
similar condition. At the present time, the 
two Phantoms are fully restored as touring 
cars; one is at Narwietooma and the other 
is in Adelaide. 32EE will end up at Ayers 
Rock Airport in a glass case or in an Cute as a button — Ann Simpson in front of 32EE. 
aviation museum. tf 


Engine ready to go back into the chassis, December 1995. 
& sha = * 
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Cyclops Look and other Silver Wraiths 


Further to my letter ‘Cyclos look?’ 
(P.2-96), it turned out that | was malign- 
ing a non-existent touch-up artist for 
nothing! 

Subsequent to writing the letter | ob- 
tained from the Sporting Car Club of 
South Australia a few cartons of surplus 
1940s-’50s copies of The Autocar and 
The Motor. From The Motor January and 
February issues of 1950 | learnt that the 
photo accompanying my letter in P.2-96 
is correct and untouched. Following the 
accident the hasty, temporary repairs 
that we carried out resulted in it being as 
shown. That is, sans headlight and 
sidelight. In this condition it won the 
Grand Prix d'Honneur. 

In the same issue | read with much 
interest David Ekberg’s splendid piece 
on ‘The Fiftieth Anniversary of the Silver 
Wraith’. 

Living in Mordialloc, S.12, Victoria, 
from 1949 until late 1954 | saw several of 
the Victorian-delivered Silver Wraiths in 
their infancy. Two-tone green WOF49 | 
saw on display at the Melbourne Motor 
Show in, | think, 1953. (What a delight it 
was to see it again, owned by Byron 
Dobson, at the Federal Rally in Ballarat 
in 1992.) In the previous year there was 
a similar Park Ward sports saloon at the 
Motor Show, but finished in black. 

| recall examples by H.J. Mulliner and 
one two-tone Hooper Teviot Ill (sighted 
but once, passing through Mordialloc). 
There was a pale iridescent green Park 
Ward design number 13 (WVA46 — Ed.) 
which | saw in the City of Melbourne 
several times, including, perhaps stran- 
gely, once in Joubert’s British Motors, the 
Daimler agents. 

However, what intrigues me now is 
that | recall what | thought was a black 
Park Ward limousine, design number 51, 
ata civic event, clearly the Lord Mayoral 
car, but David's article indicates that this 
was a Hooper limousine, design number 
8134. Looking at this design in Dalton’s 
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This drawing from The Motor shows Mike Couper’s Silver Wra 
Monte Carlo after being presented with the coveted Grand Prix d’Honneur in the Concours de 
Confort at the end of the 1950 Monte Carlo Rally. 


The Classic Elegance it could well have 
been the car | saw and thought was Park 
Ward (from the perspective of recollec- 
tion) as the body is similarly rounded. 


John Bull, 
Editor, Southern Spirit, (the newsletter 
of the South Australian Branch) 


Editorial note: / recal/ an early (design 
17) Park Ward limousine for sale in 
Melbourne in the mid-1960s. This does 
not appear in David's lists. The “two-tone 
Hooper Teviot III” is something of an 
enigma, too. — M.1.B. 


Lost wheel covers 


Ean McDowell's article Living with the 
Spirit, P.2-95, p.2723 was of great inter- 
est to me because | had a very similar 
experience with the potential loss of 
hub-caps from my Honey Gold Silver 
Shadow II (SRH35781) a year ago. 

With three friends | went to see the 
Aviation Show at Avalon and on the way 
encountered a cattle grid. Like Ean, | 
heard a loud bang when crossing the grid 
just before getting to the aerodrome, but 
took no notice. When we arrived in the 
car park one of my observant friends 
(Evan McGregor) asked me did | know | 
did not have a hub-cap on the near-side 
rear? | then realised that | had seen a 
flashing sight at the cattle grid and that 
that was where it was likely to be. 

| had little hope of getting back to the 
cattle grid against the incoming traffic, 


but with a little or a lot of luck | met a Civil 
Aviation officer in a truck, who volun- 
teered to take me back to the grid via 
internal roads. Like Ean we saw about 30 
hub-caps of all kinds including, luckily, 
mine! The official drove me back to my 
car and | put the hub-cap back on. But 
that was not the end of it! 

On returning to the car another friend 
(Fred Moylan) pointed out that | had lost 
another one on the other side! | thanked 
him with great relief as | felt | knew where 
to look as we went back. Alas, however, 
it was not there and | had visions of 
having to pay out that four-figure price for 
a single replacement! 

However, when | got home in a some- 
what gloomy mood, there was a 
message on my telephone answering 
machine from someone staying at a 
motel in Hopper’s Crossing, that he had 
found my hub-cap. | happily rushed back 
with a bottle of champagne to retrieve it. 
As he was not there | left the champagne 
in his room with a grateful note. 

How did he know my name and 
telephone number? Well, some years 
ago | had taken the precaution of painting 
these details on the insides of the hub- 
caps! | happily commend this plan to all 
my fellow Club members and maybe if 
we meet one day perhaps Ean and his 
family can have a litile talk with me about 
our hub-cap experiences! 


Malcolm Evans, 
Victoria Branch 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1927 Phantom | (48UF) Roger Fry ‘Ascot’ 
style tourer. A well Known and well loved car. 
$145,000. Roger Fry 09-293-1393 


1929 Phantom Il (98WJ) H.J. Mulliner fabric 
saloon, Weymann design. Red and black. 
Good rally car in sound original condition. 
$75,000. Roger Fry 09-293-1393 


& x ‘Give. —s 

1932 20/25 (GHW75) Van Den Plas (Brussels) 
limousine with division and single fold-away 
occasional seat. Navy and mid-grey. Many 
rare and unusual features. One Embassy 
owner, one museum, plus present owner. 
Low kilometres, full history. Full registration. 
Lovely original car. $60,000. Geoffrey 
Goodman 048-68-3581 (‘phone & FAX) 


i 2 x 
1935 Phantom Il (44UK) Thrupp & Maberly 
sports saloon. Delivered new to Melbourne 
with continuous history since. Good condition 
throughout. $77,500. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. 
03-9804-7977 


LMCT 4141 


1938 Bentley 414 Litre (B141LE) Park Ward 
sports saloon. Black with brown hide. Original 
car with $26,000 worth of receipts for major 
body restoration, now nearly completed. Was 
in regular use prior to commencement of 
repairs. $35,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. 
03-9804-7977 


LMCT 41414 


Cars For Sale 


de ville. Royal blue and black with black 
leather to front and beige wool-cloth to rear 
compartment and Wilton wool carpet 
throughout. Beige silk blinds; rear window 
blind remotely controlled from driver’s seat. 
Division, fold-out occasional seats, con- 
cealed fold-away sedanca roof, heater, 
original radio in working order. Twin side- 
mount spare wheels, built-in jacking system, 
power-assisted steering. All major tools, 
original handbook. Fully restored in 1993. 
New improved cylinder head fitted, new 
radiator core, cylinder blocks re-sieeved, 
new pistons. Documented history. Present 
owner since 1973. $135,000 o.n.o. Gerd Krat- 
zer 03-9874-8841 or FAX 03-9872-3946 


1936 25/30 (GAN27) Rebuilt as sports saloon 
in the style of Windivers (p.33 Those Elegant 
Rolls-Royce). Needs Needs doors and trunk 
to finish. Overhauled chassis includes new 
radiatot and cap, brakes relined, engine 
rebored, new pistons, rocker shaft and 
bushes, fly-wheel, ring-gear, clutch, shackle 
pins and bushes, starter motor overhauled, 
etc. P.100 headlamps, mascot. $28,500 
(less than actual cost). Don Hatcliffe 
07-3349-7078 (home most days after 6.00pm) 


1949 Silver Wraith (WGC24) Hooper touring 
limousine. Maroon and silver with deep red 
and grey upholstery. Owned new by Sir Cecil 
Hoskins (Aust. tron & Steel). Body-off restora- 
tion by Roger Fry. Overall Winner W.A. 
Branch concours '89, '93; Restoration of the 
Year ‘89; 3rd overall and class winner ‘96. 
Superb condition. 87,500 o.n.o. Denis 
Sowden 09-335-1202 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B231FU) complete roll- 
ing chassis. Running. Excellent engine and 
mechanicals, all instruments and grille. 
Suitable for conversion to a high-quality 
Bentley Special. Rare opportunity. $9,000 or 
good offer. Simon Reed 074-85-3003 


Cars For Sale 


1954 Silver Dawn (SUJ98) Black with 
burgundy interior. Excellent original condi- 
tion. 53,000 genuine miles. Multiple concours 
winner, both Branch and Federal. $70,000 
neg. Roth Gair 03-9808-8992 


1961 Silver Cloud II (SWC658) Shell Grey 
over Black Pearl with red hide. Melbourne 
delivered car in near concours condition. 
47,000 original miles. All books and tools. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141 
03-9804-7977 


1961 Silver Cloud lf (SZD289) Steel Grey 
with light grey upholstery. Air conditioned. 6 
months reg. Good tidy body, no rust, needs 
smartening up. Exhaust replaced. Good 
brakes, etc. $26,000. Nick Lang 02-832-4009 
or mobile 015-24-4694 


1963 Bentley S3 (B386EC) Shell Grey over 
Black Pearl with red hide. Delivered by Kel- 
lows to the Governor of Tasmania. One owner 
last 23 years. $45,000. 

R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141 
03-9804-7977 


1964 Bentley S3 (B244FG) Sage green. 
Excellent bodywork, interior and mech- 
anicals. Well maintained regular highway 
cruiser. Integrated air conditioning, electric 
windows. $48,000 or prefer to exchange for 
less reliable (!) pre-1955 Rolls-Royce, all 
models considered with cash adjustment. 
Ken King 053-31-6320 


7 Silver Shadow (CRH3486) H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward Two-door Saloon. Cardinal Red, 
tan hide. Bare metal restoration 1990. Little 
used since. Additional work: air conditioning 
rebuilt (CFC-free), suspension modified to 
substantially improve handling, anti-pollution 
devices added to improve carburation and 
mpg, new hydraulic accumulators and 
master cylinder, new windscreen. White 
band tyres 75%. Original handbook and tool 
kit. Regularly serviced and maintained. 
64,500 miles recorded. $55,000 negotiable. 
H. Kaiser 03-9722-1666 evenings 


1975 Bentley T Series (SBH2321 1) Peacock 
Blue with beige hide. Australian delivery. 
Moderate mileage. Rare series. $45,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141 
03-9804-7977 


Market Place 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1972 Corniche (CRH12021) Mulliner Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Mediterranean Blue 
with blue hide and dark biue Everflex roof. 
Electric sunroof. Whitewall tyres. Appealing 
and collectable car. $65,000. Dary! Tempest 
043-69-6338 or FAX 02-589-0122 


1981 Bentley Mulsanne (BSB02846) Geor- 
gian Silver, blue interior. Serviced by York 
Motors, McDermott’s and Tom Johnston 
Motors. Excellent condition. $65,000. Michael 
Hone 08-267-3799 or FAX 08-342-0327 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Bentley $1. Nick Lang 02-832-4009 
or mobile 015-24-4694 


Wanted: R-type, Silver Dawn, etc., era 1953- 
55. Good mechanical condition. Malcolm 
Chalmers 02-634-4113 


Wanted: Silver Cloud |, I! or ill. Prefer 
drophead, will consider saloon. John Taylor 
02-498-5420 


Parts For Sale 


Bentley Mk VI 4% litre spares: engine, head 
overhauled, remainder in extremely good 
condition, runs strongly and sweetly, com- 
plete with carburetters and distributor, $6,000 
0.n.o. Also all body panels, jewellery, interior, 
gearbox, front and ends, etc. Repro Winged- 
‘B' mascot/cap, $275. Cylinder head (bare) in 
very good order, crack-tested, $2,000. 
Chromed grille shell and louvres, $2,500. Lots 
more. Ask me! Simon Reed 074-85-3003 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Parts For Sale 


Jonathan White makes by hand the highest 
quality number plate frames from Ye" angle 
brass, mitred corners, silver soldered, mirror- 
finished prior to plating with either glass or 
Perspex insert. $65 per pair, standard or non- 
standard sizes. 059-88-8060 


7 x 20° split rim R-R wheels. Ali new spokes, 
sand-blasted, painted black. 4 with Michelin 
650/700 x 20 tyres, new in 1994 (500 mile use 
only), fitted with new tubes (new price $680 
each); 3 with Olympic 650 x 20 tyres, 
minimum tread left. Although from my Ghost 
67AU, hub style is Pl. Asking $4,500 o.n.o. 
plus freight/packing. Mark Babidge (FAX) 
09-364-3458 


Bentley Mk VI spares: cigar lighter, chrome, 
$40; 3 x instrument panel pull knobs, marked 
'H’, 'L’ and'F', $15 each; 2x headlamp lenses, 
$275 pair; upholstery trim securing clips, $15 
per 20; radiator shell, repaired but not 
rechromed, $650; set radiator grille vanes, 
complete, assembled, $700; Bentley badge 
for radiator shell, $175; rear view mirror 
(frameless type), $45; Schedule of Spare 
Parts, 1973 factory reprint, illustrated, perfect 
condition, $95. John Cameron 02-523-5067 


4x Firestone 8.20 x 15 wide whitewall cross- 
ply tyres, suit Silver Cloud |, Ii, lil or Bentley 
$1, S2, S3. Very low mileage, almost unused. 
$125 each plus freight. Michael Zwar 
060-26-2336 (‘phone & FAX) 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: steeering wheel for 1924 Silver 
Ghost 67AU; oil tank complete for Silver 
Ghost 67AU; set of six 7 x 21° wheels for 
Ghost/PI. Mark Babidge (FAX) 09-364-3458 


Wanted for Silver Dawn: ‘cat's eye’ type cigar 
lighter, 3 b.a./5 b.a. spanner and 2 baa. 
spanner for tool kit. David Vann 07-3865-3287 
or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Wanted for 1968 Bentley T Series: tool kit, 
handbook, two-piece wheelbrace and jack bag. 
Nick Lang 02-672-4284 (h) 02-828-9272 (w) 


Literature For Sale 


Bentley Mk VI Schedule of Spare Parts, 1973 
factory reprint, illustrated, perfect condition, 
$95. John Cameron 02-523-5067 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour prints 
are perfectly acceptable. Please do not 
send negatives or transparencies. 

DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 


dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Services 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 

Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Replacement Parts Co. (U.S.A.) seeking 
someone in Australia to handle consolidated 
shipments for members. Part time, once or 
twice monthly. Receive orders, submit, 
receive shipment, redistribute, for per- 
centage of gross. Send brief fax to Bill, 
001 1-1-770-920-1351 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 pp three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring —Dise (nner hub plate 


”~ Air valve 
extension 


> 
Spanner 


Curved 
air valve 


Spanner=-/ ‘Air lock assembly 


All you need to fitnew © Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your : ree 
Pre-WWII Classic. * Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax ° Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


Bugatti 
LMARR DISK,LTD 


° Delage 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
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COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 


Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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‘IF YOU WANT THE 
BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


R.A.M°Dermott&Co. 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic.3141 LMCT 4141 


Tel: (03) 9804 7977 


Service: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney Branch: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N.'S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 27 Years 
Revealea!! 


: INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


« Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

« UPS, Air and Mall Shipments Daily. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


PRECLARVM 
Display Advertising 
If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car for 
sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display advert- 
isement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national magazine 
that goes to all members of all Branches of the Club 
Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers in a 
number of other countries. 

Advertisements may be submitted in camera-ready form 
or typeset and laid out to your requirements on the Club’s 
computer system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 
Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Allambi’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 

New South Wales 2580 


*Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 


2758 


} 
EPLACEMENT WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION 
ARTSCO. —_—RovcE & BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. 


PRODUCER / 0.E.M. DIRECT 
TO YOUR DOOR. 


—_ 
. 


After a long absence of representation in Australia, we are pleased to announce 
that we are accepting orders from Australia direct to our U.S.A. Headquarters! 

Note: Prices shown are in U.S. dollars (for Aus.$ multiply by approx. 1.25) F.0.B. Villa 
Rica, GA U.S.A., Air Post, UPS, and Heavy consolidation available. See Additional 
notes below. 


Weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom Bodied « Complete 
Weather Strip Packages « Glass « Leather Restoration Items « Technical 
Manuals « Workshop Manuals « Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance Items « GM Components At USA Prices « Reconditioned Used 
Parts ¢ Million Dollar Inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur « Etc. 


SPECIALS THIS MONTH: 


RH 10003 Oil Filter + Gaskets, 1966 Thru 1977 $12. 

Full Flow Oil Filter, 1951 Thru 1955, Auth. Brit. Filters Supercession $17. 

UE 40893 Spin on Oil Filter 1978 onward, Auth. R-R $16.50 

RH 10009 TH400 Trans. Filter & Gasket Kit, 1968 Onward, O.E.M. $16. 

UE 36600 Thermostat, 0.E.M., 1966 Onward, + Gasket, 88°C / 35°F (STD.) $27. (Others Available) 

XS-ACTF Shadow A/C Thermal Fuse $5., CD 6687 S.T.V. Update Kit $48., O/H Frigidare Compressor $175, (45 LBS) 
Cloud/S 2 & 3 Starter, NEW! $675., Overhauled $525. (No Exch.) Also Generators 

Shadow Starters, Overhauled $525. (No Exch.) Also Early Gens./Alternators. 

Engines: ‘70 Shdo. 41 K Miles, PERFECT! $6,500., Cloud 1 6 CYL. Runs Good $3,000. 

Engines: ‘66 "T", 98K Miles, $4,000., Cloud 2 For O/H $3,500. Cloud 3 For O/H $4,500. 

NOTE: All Engines and Trans. Priced Outright! (No Exchange Required), 

Transmissions: Early Shdo./T 4 Speed, Take-Outs, Good Operating $1400., Outright 

R, Dawn, Cloud, PV Transmissions in Stock, Also Differentials - Enquire 

If you have read this far you deserve a free copy of our catalogue & price list. Tell Jennifer your model and 
she will mail or fax it to you. 

Cloud/S Windscreen Seal $145., Boot Seal $63. 

MK-6, R, Dawn Windscreen Seal $69., Boot Seal Short $32., Long Boot $63. 

“T" Hubcaps, Pre ‘74, Nice, Illness Forces Sale! (We're sick of looking at them) Offers Please! 

Read the small print and take 10% additional off all rubber parts we mfg. for June only. You'll be about 1/3 
the price you're used to paying! 

JENNIFER'S JUNE/JULY SPECIAL: Cloud/S-2 Upright Distributor Cap, Rotor, Points, (rep.) $41. (set) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
Visa/Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposits avail., SU.S.D. or $Aus., no problem. 
International shipments leave daily. Quantities may be limited. 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CO. (MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 


PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) VILLA RICA, GA 
FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 30180 U.S.A. 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now wrecking for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 

Silver Shadow. Fast Ausiralia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 

Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 
Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (09) 250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (09) 250 1404 
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PHONE FORA QUOTE ON; 


Melbourne Adelaide Perth Sydney Brisbane Hobart Darwin 
(03) 9584 7266 (08) 294 9000 (09) 479 3555 (02) 9587666 (07) 892 2776 (002) 238 333 (089) 852 477 


Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Insurer: Sun Alliance and Royal Insurance Australia Limited. ACN 005 297 807 


ROYCE 


Winter ! 


Safeguard your investment against winter’s rigours. 
McMillan’s are pleased to offer Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners the ultimate 
detail and body protection package. This special includes: 


Complete undercarriage cleaning; 

Engine bay detailing; 

Interior carpet and upholstery cleaning and treatment; 
Woodwork polishing; 

Exterior cleaning and waxing; 

Hand glazing of paintwork; 

Polishing of brightwork; 

General bodywork assessment. 


AND the added protection of McMillan’s Body Corrosion Treatment. 
This offer is valued at over $850 but through the months of winter it is only $490. 


For bookings and general enquiries please contact Andrew Gibson on (02) 744 5111 


The Measure of Excellence 


McMILLAN PRESTIGE 
Car Repairs Pty Ltd 


Telephone: (02) 744 5111 Facsimile: (02) 744 5517 


Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 
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